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Newsletter No. 41 - Term 4 – Week 11     20 December 2018 

 
 

Graduation 2018 

 
 
Last night the stadium was overflowing with family, friends and teachers, all coming together to 
farewell and congratulate the Graduating Class of Year 6, 2018. The tears were flowing as the 
children spoke of their times at primary school and shared their memories.  
 
I would like to express our gratitude to the Graduation Committee for the tireless hours spent in the 
organisation, setting up and planning to enable such a spectacular celebration to occur. Thank you 
to Ken for his expert guidance in teaching the children the dance moves that impressed and 
delighted the parents and families. Most importantly, I would like to say a special thanks to our 
Grade 6 teachers for the work you have done preparing our students for secondary school. We are 
confident that the Grade 6 children are ready for the big transition from the familiar faces and 
surrounds of Kalinda to the new routines, teachers and classmates of secondary school.   
 
To the graduating students, let me thank each of you for the great life and leadership you have 
provided to the Kalinda Primary School community. You are a talented and compassionate group 
of young people with a bright future ahead. Spend your last days of primary school in reflection and 
gratitude to your teachers and the wonderful friends you have made. Aim high and make big plans 
for your future! 
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Farewells 
 
Sadly, there are some wonderful teachers who are leaving us this year - some have been here for just a short 
while, while others have been part of our community for a long time. 
 
Last week we celebrated the retirement of Gill and Jan Lawson who are leaving us in 2019 to pursue a life of 
travel, family and a well-earned rest. Connie Plant will also be on leave for Term 1 and Term 2 with a view to 
retire in Term 3 . 
 
The school came together on Tuesday morning to celebrate three fabulous ladies and their career 
achievements with colleagues and children sharing their memories. Gifts were given in preparation for their 
golden years and the school choir finished with a moving rendition of “A Million Dreams”.  

Carolyn Timmer, one of our much loved ES staff, will be starting a new adventure next year. She has a passion 
for working with students with physical disabilities and although she is sad to be leaving the beautiful Kalinda 
community, it was an opportunity to follow her dreams and she has secured a position at Glenallen School.  
Carolyn is a well-respected staff member, who has made strong connections with the students in the classes 
she has worked in. She always had a ready smile and is keen to support all students to be the best they can be. 
Her work at Kalinda PS has been highly valued by the staff and students and, most importantly, she has made a 
positive impact on the lives of the students she has worked closely with. We wish Carolyn all the best as she 
follows her dreams and thank her for her wonderful contribution to the students at Kalinda PS. 

We would also like to wish Emma Thomas all the best in her career as she takes on a new position next year.  
She has always shown a genuine love for, and interest in the students in her grade, guiding them through their 
learning, but just as importantly, supporting them in pursuing their interests beyond the classroom. Kalinda will 
miss her bright and bubbly personality, and we thank her for her commitment throughout the year. 
 

Bianca Davies leaves us in January to welcome the birth of her first baby together with Lochie Anderson. Bianca 
has been an integral part of the Wellbeing Program at Kalinda and we thank her for her dedication to the school 
and encouraging the students to strive for their best, always.  
 
We have some new staff to welcome to the Kalinda community next year: Mrs Ebony Woolcock and Miss Claire 
Todeschini will be teaching in Grades 1&2; Mrs Lucy Browne joins the team in Grades 3&4 and Sarah Attwood 
(Administration) and Lindsey Booth (First Aid) complete our team in the office for 2019.  
 
We have a number of families who have been a part of the school for a very long time now and have come to 
the end of a long chapter. Along with the parents and families who have been with us for 7 years, there are 
some parents who have had children attending the school over the last 10 years, and more! Thank you to all of 
you for your contributions to the school. The school is certainly better for having you as part of the school family.  
 
2018 has been another busy year with many changes. It is an exciting time, as change is the new norm. The 
team of teachers at Kalinda thrives on change, diversity and progress. You are all incredibly dedicated and 
hardworking teachers and I appreciate your expertise and encouragement of all of the students.  
 
So on that final note I would like to wish everyone an absolutely brilliant Christmas, an amazing holiday and 
great family times.  
 
Acting Principal  
Karen Rouda  
 

“Aim for the highest cloud so that if you miss it, you will hit a lofty mountain”, 

or in other words “Go and chase after your dreams”. 
 
 
A short message from Gill: 
I would like to extend a huge thank you to all the families in the Kalinda community.  It has been overwhelming 
these last few days, with kind wishes and gifts from everyone, I have been very spoilt.  I can’t believe this is my 
last newsletter!!  I am sad to leave Kalinda after all these years but I also have a lot to look forward to and many 
more adventures to experience.  My best wishes to everyone in the community for a safe and happy Christmas, 
and I’m sure we’ll bump into each other from time to time at Eastland.   
Kind regards, 
Gill 
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Bendigo Bank Quiet Achiever Award 2018 

Quiet achievers are often lovers of deep thought and learning, but not in a way that 
says ‘look at me, over here, learning new things and being awesome.’ The learning 
comes from within and the achievement is about personal development, instead of 
what others think. Quiet achievers are intelligent, sometimes introverted, or quieter 
and often industrious, but are regularly overshadowed in a crowd or a classroom by 
their more socially confident peers.  

A quiet achiever has the ability to get things done without fuss. They are usually not 
the “squeaky wheels” that sometimes manage to gain all the acclaim or glory, and 
they don’t often seek public praise that they often deserve. This particular student 
embodies all that it is to be a quiet achiever. This student goes about their learning 
with the view to always achieving their personal best. They consistently seek 
teacher and peer feedback in order to improve in areas that they feel need 
improvement. This student always manages to see things that need doing in and 
around the classroom and just goes about doing it without needing to be asked or supervised. They frequently 
demonstrate initiative. This person is often a leader when it comes to following our Play is the Way values, 
adding to our discussions in a mature and sensible manner. They are able to process and reflect on what they 
think is a valuable thing to say, but they also embody it, they walk the talk! 
 
We all have our own way of thriving and succeeding in the world. This student has consistently stretched 
himself to try new things, so being a quiet achiever hasn’t been a curse. Being a quiet achiever can be a very 
powerful foundation for success. Quiet achievers who have made it to the very top of their fields include Bill 
Gates, J.K. Rowling, Barack Obama, Emma Watson, and Lady Gaga, to name a few. This quiet achiever is a 
kind, caring, gentle soul who will no doubt go far in life, for he has the drive to succeed. The recipient of this 
year’s Quiet Achiever Award is …  
 

Benjamin Williams 
 

 

 

 

NAIDOC MEDAL 
 
Well done to Oliver Baker who received the NAIDOC Medal at last Friday’s assembly 
for his entry into the NAIDOC Week Competition. He was one of 25 winners overall 
(Australia-wide). What a fantastic effort!   
 
NAIDOC Week celebrations are held around the country each July to celebrate the 
history, culture and achievements of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.  
Congratulations Oliver! 
 
Mrs Kristie Bell 
NAIDOC Coordinator 

https://www.forbes.com/sites/blakemorgan/2015/05/11/how-an-introvert-can-thrive-in-an-extrovert-workplace/2/#57113dac564e
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KALINDA STAFF 2019 
 

Principal Mrs Karen Rouda   

Assistant Principal Mrs Lauren Hopkins  

Foundation Grades   
F/A – Room 4b Miss Ashlee Kidner Team Manager 

F/B – Room 1 Mrs Bronwyn Draffin  

F/S – Room 2 Mrs Bronwyn Steele  

F/K – Room 3a Mrs Kylie Drummond  

Grades 1 & 2   

12R – Room 10 Mrs Helen Renehan Team Manager 

1/2S – Room 9 Mr Steve Kenna  

1/2P – Room 11 Mr Paul Todd  

1/2W – Room 12 Mrs Ebony Woolcock  

1/2A – Room 13 Mrs Michelle Anderson  

1/2T – Room 14 Mrs Claire Todeschini  

1/2Z – Room 15 Mrs Zoe George  

1/2B – Room 16 Mrs Kristie Bell  

Grades 3 & 4   

3/4F – Room 7 Mr Frederick Lopez Team Manager 
3/4P – Room 5 Mr Paul Booth  

3/4J – Room 6 Mrs Jo Henderson  

3/4B – Room 8 Mrs Lucy Browne  

3/4S – Room 17 Ms Fiona Salmon  

3/4H – Room 18 Mrs Hayley Crossland  

3/4C – Room 19 Mrs Claire Pratt  

Grades 5 & 6   

5/6T – Room 24 Mrs Dani Thomas Team Manager 
5/6A – Room 20 Mr Lochie Anderson  

5/6C – Room 21 Mr Stewart Clyde  

5/6L – Room 22 Miss Chelsey Lloyd  

5/6M – Room 23 Miss Mel Tattersall  

Specialists   

Performing Arts Mrs Sarah Butler & Mrs Jayne Setford  

Visual Arts Mrs Libby Shaw  

LOTE - Japanese Ms Hiromi Hagihara &  
Mrs Jess White 

Grades F–4 
Grades 5-6 

Physical Education Miss Jessica Swingler   

SAKG Specialist Mrs Kelly Woodman   

Office Staff Mrs Theresa Jarvis Business Manager 

 Mrs Sarah Attwood  Admin. Assistant 

 Mrs Annie Koopmans Finance Assistant 

 Mrs Lindsey Booth First Aid Coordinator 

 Mr Ted Dugdale Maintenance  

 Mrs Wendy Robertson Library Technician 

PSD Coordinator Mrs Adele Woolard  

ES Support Staff Mrs Simone Bailey  

 Mrs Sandra Blackwell Challenge Educator 

 Mrs Traci Colledge  

 Mrs Cheryl Henry-Wild  

 Mrs Debra Joy  

 Mrs Sandi Kelly  

 Ms Karen Klewer   

 Mrs Sharron Norden Challenge Educator 

 Mrs Michele O’Connell  

 Mrs Briony Palframan-Doe  

 Mrs Hilary Penglase  

 Mrs Michelle Shearn Challenge Educator 

 Mrs Alexa Telfer  

 Mrs Helen Thompson Challenge Educator 

 Mrs Elsabe Van Wyngaard  

 Mrs Christy Walsh  

 Mrs Dee West  

 Mrs Jo Williams  

Canteen Mrs Justine Watson Canteen Manager 
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Events Calendar 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

CANTEEN NEWS 
 
Canteen will be closed for the first week back next year.   
 
JUSTINE WATSON 
CANTEEN MANAGER 
 
 

IMPORTANT HEALTH NEWS 
 

‘Tis the season …. of bugs and germs!’ 
 
We have had a variety of cases reported to us in the last week of Hands, Foot & Mouth, Scarlet Fever, 
Chickenpox, and suspected Glandular Fever.   
 
If you have any concerns or worries if your child is showing symptoms, please speak to your family doctor. 
Below is a link to the Vic Health site describing symptoms and the exclusion period.  
 
https://www2.health.vic.gov.au/public-health/infectious-diseases/school-exclusion/school-exclusion-table 
 
Annie Koopmans 
First Aid Coordinator 
 
 

 
 
 

Terms 4 & 1 are SunSmart terms – Wear Your Hat! 
 

Just a reminder that Terms 4 & 1 is a SunsSmart term and it is compulsory for 
hats to be worn in the playground.  Slouch hats are available to purchase 
offsite at RHSports at Unit 12, 100 New Street, Ringwood.   
 
Notices are available at the office or on our website at  
www.kalinda.vic.edu.au/notices&forms  

 
 

 
December 

 
21st - End Term 4 – 1:30pm Dismissal 

 
January 2019 

 
31st - Beginning of Term 1 for students. 
 
FORWARD DATES: 
 

Curriculum Day – Friday 8th March 2019 
Public Holiday – Monday 11th March 2019 
School Photos – 19th March 2019 
Grade 5/6 Canberra Trip – 25th – 29th March 2019 
 

 

 
TERM DATES 2019 

Teachers resume 29th January  
Students resume 31st January  
Easter – 19th April – 22nd April 
 
Term 1 – 29/1/19 – 5/4/19 – 2:30pm Dismissal 
Term 2 – 23/4/19 – 28/6/19 – 2:30pm Dismissal 
Term 3 – 15/7/19 – 20/9/19 – 2:30pm Dismissal 
Term 4 – 7/10/19 – 20/12/19 – 1:30pm Dismissal 

https://www2.health.vic.gov.au/public-health/infectious-diseases/school-exclusion/school-exclusion-table
http://www.kalinda.vic.edu.au/notices&forms
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School Sport Victoria Sporting Achievement Medal 

The intent of the School Sport Victoria Sporting Achievement Medal is to reward a 
Grade 6 student from Kalinda Primary School whose skills, knowledge, values and 
behaviours have led them to achieve sporting excellence.  
 
I am pleased to announce the winner of the School Sport Victoria Sporting 
Achievement Medal for 2018 is... Bailey O. 
 
Bailey is a versatile athlete, this year he competed and performed well at the 
School Sport Victoria district cross country and athletics. He was also a part of the 
interschool basketball team, competing in regional finals, the hoop time basketball 
team, competing in state finals. He was also a part of the T20 blast cricket team 
that competed in regional finals. He displayed outstanding skill performance at all of 
these sporting events throughout the year. However above all this it is Baileys 
brilliant sportsmanship that set him aside from others. Bailey has consistently 
demonstrated great sportsmanship and sporting leadership qualities within the school environment and beyond.  
He has a competitive drive to want to win, however he understands it’s not the be-all and end-all. Instead he 
understands the importance of teamwork and including others, and he does this so well by bringing them into 
the game through continually supporting and encouraging others, not only his team mates but also the 
opposition. He has a strong commitment to the sporting culture of the school and has lifted the morale of the 
school as a result.  
 
Bailey is a great role model and is very deserving of this award. We wish Bailey all the best with his sporting 
endeavours moving forward. Congratulations Bailey!     

 

Bennett Shield 

 
 
The Bennett Shield competition, was named in honour of Bryan 
Bennett who has been a long-time champion for, and of, the 
house structures at Kalinda Primary School. Throughout Terms 3 
and 4, the Grade 5/6 students participated in the Bennett Shield 
competition every Friday. Students competed in gender specific 
house groups, against the other house groups, in a number of 
different sports. Points were rewarded each round, house teams 
received 3 points for a match won, 2 points for a drawn match 
and 1 point for a match lost.  
 
It is my great pleasure to announce that the winning House for 
2018 is MELBA. Well done to the boys and girls of Melba house 
and well done to all Grade 5/6 students for showing excellent 
sportsmanship throughout the competition.   
 
Regards,  
Jessica Swingler  
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SAKG NEWS 
 

 
 
Bendigo Bank recently awarded Kalinda Primary a $4,000 Grant for Water Tanks to be used in our Stephanie 
Alexander Kitchen Garden Program.  Thank you to Bendigo Bank for the wonderful opportunity this represents 
to extend our SAKG Garden.  
 
Kelly Woodman 
SAKG Specialist Teacher 
 
 

NEW STUDENT AT KALINDA 
 
12S had a lovely surprise on Monday when Mr Kenna & Ms D’Amico visited with their adorable baby girl, Ivy 
Rose.  Mr Kenna enjoyed reading a story to everyone while he was here. 
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Welcome to Kalinda OSHClub! 
 

This week at OSH: 

Countdown to 
Christmas 

Christmas 
cookies 

Children’s 
Choice 

Drawing Lego adventure 

Christmas Music Christmas Craft Board Games  20/20 cricket  Fruit Salad 
 

 
A few reminders: 

Dear Families, please note that the service will be shut down over the Christmas period. 
The service will be closed from the 21st of December (end of term 4) and will not reopen 
until the 7th of January. 
 

Bookings for Vacation care are open.  If you know that your child will be attending please 
book them in as it will help us prepare appropriate staffing and resources for the number 
of children. 
 

We will be emptying our lost property bin this week, please come in and have a look for 
any missing property asap. At the end of the week, all items will be emptied into the 
school’s lost property. 
 

Please note that Friday 21st of December is an Early finish -  OSHClub will be starting at 
1:30pm. Pricing is available at the service and on the website. 
 

I hope you all have a safe and wonderful holiday period and I look forward to seeing you 
all in the new year!  
-Alex  
 

 

Please ensure all student enrolments and medical documents are up to date with the 
school and OSHClub as I am creating a new document that stores all of this information in 
my office. Include any emergency contacts, If your child is being picked up by someone else 
please let us know as we will need to add them as a new guardian for your child! Likewise, 
if you need to add or cancel a session within 24 hours of the day please let us know on 0439 
992 434. 
 

Any feedback for the service is always welcome, Positive or Negative I am always here to 
listen to suggestions and critique and I will do my best to resolve any negative feedback! 
 

We can be contacted on 0439 992 434 or at our email kalinda@oshclub.com.au. 

 
Staff: 

Coordinator: Alex O’Rourke 

Assistant Coordinator: Kayla 
Educators: Danielle & Jane  
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COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

 

OFFICE NEWS 

 
Instalment Details for Canberra Trip 2019: 
Payment in full or by instalments is available on Compass under “Course Confirmation & Payments” (not 
Events). Instalment #1 ($161.50) was due by 25th October;  
Instalment #2 ($156.75) was due by 29th November;  
Instalment #3 & Final payment ($156.75) is due by 14th February 2019 
Payment in full - $475.   

 
Please note: 
If you are eligible for Camps, Sports & Excursions Funding (CSEF), please do not process through 
Compass, as this will alter the amount owed.  Please come in to the office to arrange amended payment.   
 
Credit Card & BPay payments – Please remember that we cannot accept payments of less than $10 for credit 
card and less than $30 for BPay.  If you are paying by BPay, please also send in a short email or note letting us 
know the amount, what the payment was for and the BPay Receipt number, to kalinda.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au   
If payments of less than $10 are received, we will be returning them home and asking for cash payment.   
 
The Parent Payment Policy and the Kalinda Primary School Hardship Policy is located on our website at 
www.kalinda.vic.edu.au/ - Notices & Forms, for your information.  .   
 
THERESA JARVIS 
BUSINESS MANAGER 
 
COMPASS – If your child is away due to illness, medical appointments, family holidays, or other 
reasons, please remember to login to Compass and register their non-attendance through the “Add Note 
/Approval” tab on your child’s Home Page in Compass.  As per the DET requirements, notifications will 
be sent out via text if your child has an unexplained absence. Please take the time to ensure all your 
details are correct. 
 
 

STUDENT BANKING 
 
Student Banking is now closed for 2018.  Thank you to everyone for banking with 
Bendigo Bank.  First day for banking next year will be Friday 8th February. 
 
 

UNIFORM SHOP - RHSports 
 

CHRISTMAS CLOSING TIMES: 
 
Our Uniform Shop at RHSports will close on Friday December 21st at 1:00pm and reopen Thursday, January 
4th at 9:00am. They will also be open on Saturday, January 19th between 10:00am and 2:00pm. 
 
 

Kalinda Primary School Uniforms are available to purchase offsite at RHSports at Unit 12, 100 New Street, 
Ringwood.  Notices are available at the office or on our website at www.kalinda.vic.edu.au/notices&forms  
 
For your convenience, the RHSports Shop is open every day from 9:00am – 5:00pm, including school holidays.   
The direct link to RHSports is https://www.rhsports.com.au/shop/product/clothing/school_wear/kalinda_ps 
 
 

mailto:kalinda.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.kalinda.vic.edu.au/
http://www.kalinda.vic.edu.au/notices&forms
https://www.rhsports.com.au/shop/product/clothing/school_wear/kalinda_ps

